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Amendme"*" «" «*» Claims: 



Claims 1-16 (cancelled). 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A media gateway in a packet network, said media gateway 
providing communication between a first station and said packet network and a second media 
gateway providing communication between a second station and said packet network, said media 
gateway adapted to: 

allocate resources for said first station, said resources forming a first connection providing 
communication from said media gateway over said packet network to said second media gateway, 
said first connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for commumcation with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second connection and a 
second service level, said second service level associated with said second connection, said second 
connection providing commumcation between said second media gateway and said packet network; 

modify said first connection to provide said second service level; 

transmit data received from said first station destined for said second station to a network address 
of said second media gateway using said first connection; and 

transmit data received from said second station destined for said first station to a network address 
of said first media gateway using said second connection. 

Claim 18 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 
prior to said allocating, receiving a service request from said first station, said service request 
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requesting said first level of service; and 

wherein said allocating is responsive to said service request received. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): The media gateway of claim 17 wherein said service 
request further comprises a request for a settlement procedure for said modification of said first 
connection; and further comprising transmitting a settlement message requesting that costs of 
associating said first connection with said second service level be allocated according to said 
settlement procedure. 

Claim 20 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 wherein said media gateway and said 
second media gateway are serviced by a single media gateway controller. 

Claim 21 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 

receive a modification request triggered by one of said first station, said second media gateway, a 
media gateway controller, said second station and a third party, and 

modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 22 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 

receive a modification request from a media gateway controller, and 

modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 23 (original): A media gateway controller in a data network, said media gateway 
controller for establishing communication between a first media gateway and a second media 
gateway over a packet network, said first media gateway servicing a first station and said second 
media gateway servicing a second station, said media gateway controller adapted to: 

receive a request from said first media gateway, said request requesting a level of service for a 
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connection for communication between said first media gateway and said second media gateway, 
an address for a second station and a first network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said first media gateway, said first station subscribing to a subscription level of service 
different from said level of service requested; 

transmit a communication request to said second media gateway, said communication request 
requesting said second media gateway allocate resources for coTnmunication between said second 
media gateway and said first media gateway over said packet network for said connection; 

receive from said second media gateway a network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said second media gateway; 

transmit to said first media gateway a response to said request, said response indicating a level of 
service to be provided to said first station in view of said service level requested; and 

said connection comprising an upstream connection for transmissions from said first media gateway 
to said second media gateway and a downstream connection for transmissions from said second 
media gateway to said first media gateway. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said 

media gateway controller communicates with said second media gateway via a second media 

gateway controller- 
Claim 25 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said service level 

provided for said upstream connection is different from said service level provided for said 

downstream connection. 

Claim 26 (original): The media gateway controller of clann 23 further adapted to: 

receive a request to modify said connection, said request indicating modification of at least one of: 
said level of service of said upstream connection; said level of service of said downstream 
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connection; and allocation of costs of said connection. 

Claim 27 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said first media 
gateway and said second media gateway are serviced by said media gateway controller. 

Claim 28 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said level of service 
to be provided is different from: said requested level of service; and said subscription level of 
service. 

Claim 29 (onginal): The media gateway controller of claim 23 further adapted to: 

transmit to said first media gateway a message requesting modification of said level of servic* of 
said connection to be provided to said first station, said modification modifying said level of sennce 
to be provided to said requested level of service. 

Claim 30 (original): A computer readable media containing software for a media gateway 
in a packet network, said media gateway communicating with a first station and said packet network 
and a second media gateway communicating with a second station and said packet network, said 
computer readable media adapting said media gateway to: 

allocate resources to said first station, said resources forming a first communication connection 
providing communication between said media gateway and said packet network, sard first 
communication connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first communication connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second communication 
connection and a second service leveL said second service level associated with said second 
communication correction, said second communication connection providing commumcaUon 
between said second media gateway and said packet network; 
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receive confirmation of modified of said first connection, said modification acting said first 
connection to provide said second service level; 

ttansmit data received from said first station and destined for said second station using said first 
communication connection; and 

transmit datarcceived from said second station and destined for said first station using said second 
communication connection. 

Claims 31-39 (cancelled). 

Claim 40 (previously presented): A method for providing communications over a packet 
network between a first station and a second station, said method comprising, at a fin* mecha 
gateway in said packet network: 

allocating resources for said first station, said resources forming a first connection providing 
communication fiozn said first media gateway over said packet network to a second media gateway 
in saidpacket network, said first connection adapted to provide a first service level; 
transmitting a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first connection and said first service level; 
receiving a message providing network connection information about a second connection and a 
second service level, said second service level associated with said second connection, said second 
connection providing communication between said second media gateway and said packet network; 

modifying said first connection to provide said second service level; 
t^mngdattr^^ 

of said second media gateway using said first connection; and 

transmitting data reeved from said second station destined for said first station to anetwork address 
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of said first media gateway using said second connection. 

Claim41 (previously presented): The method of claim 40 further comprising: 
prior to said allocating, receiving a service request from said first station, said service request 
requesting said first level of service; and 

wherein said allocating is responsive to said service request received. 

Claim 42 (previously presented): The method of claim 40 wherein said service request 
farther comprises a request for a settlement procedure for said modification of said first connection; 
and further comprising transmitting a settlement message requesting that costs of associating satd 
first connection with said second service level be allocated according to said settlement procedure. 

Claim 43 (previously presented): The method of claim 40 further comprising. 

receiving a modification request triggered by one of said first station, said second media gateway, 
a media gateway controller, said second station and a third party; and 

modifying said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 44 (previously presented) : The method of claim 40 further comprising: 
receiving a modification request from a media gateway controller; and 
mcxttfying said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 45 (previously presented): A method for providing communications between a first 
station and a second station, said method comprising, at a media gateway controller, 
receiving a request from a first media gateway servicing said first station, said request requesting a 
level of sen.ce for a connection for communication between said first media gateway and a second 
media gateway servicing said second station, an address for a second station and a first network 
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address associated with said coition termmating at said first media gateway, said first station 
subscribing to a subscription level of service different from said level of service requested; 

transmitting a communication request to said second media gateway, said cormnunication request 
requesting said second media gateway allocate resources for communication between said second 
media gateway and said first media gateway over said packet network for said connection; 
receiving from said second media gateway a network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said second media gateway, 

transacting to said first media gateway a response to said request, said response indicating a level 
of service to be provided to said first station in view of said service level requested; and 

said connection comprising an upstream connection for transmissions from said first media gateway 
to said second media gateway and a downstream connection for transmissions from said second 
media gateway to said first media gateway. 

Claim 46 (previously presented): The method of claim 45 wherein said transmitting a 
communication request to said second media gateway is performed via a second media gateway 
controller. 

Claim 47 (previously presented): The method of claim 45 wherein said service level 
provided for said upstream connection is different from said service level provided for said 
downstream connection. 

Claim 48 (previously presented): The method of claim 45 further comprising: 

receiving a request to modify said connection, said request indicating modification of at least one 
of: said level of service of said upstream connection; said level of service of said downstream 
connection; and allocation of costs of said connection.' 
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JX ^ tUn * r.f rlaitn 45 wherein said first media gateway 
Claim 49 (previously presented): The method of clarm 43 wncre 

and said second media gateway are serviced by said media gateway controller- 

Cairn 50 (prevtously presented): The method of claim 45 where* said le vel of service to 
oeprovided is different from: said guested level of service; and said subscription level of serv.ce. 

Claim 51 (previously presented): The method of claim 45 further comprising: 

netting to said first media gateway a message Tet ^«^E^^^^ 
of said connection to be provided to said first station, said mochfication mocniymg sa,d level of 
service to be provided to said requested level of service. 
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